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ARCHAEOLOGIST IN GREECE:  JOB DESCRIPTION, ETC.
Definition: Archaeologist is the scientist who discovers, researches, records, studies and publishes past material cultures, with the purpose of understanding and interpretating the history and the social-cultural structures of societies from which originate the discoveries. Additionally the archaeologist deals with the protection and presentation of cultural heritage of the country from the most ancient times up to today. 
Job Description: Archaeologist deals with the study of historical sources, the research and the excavation of various areas, for which we know (or there are reliable evidence) that they include archaeological material. Archaeologist also deals with the chronological and cultural classification of the archaeological finds, as well as with the preservation, conservation, restoration  and presentation of the historical monuments. 
Final aim of the archaeologist, is to be led but also to lead to the knowledge and the interpretation of the past cultures, contributing thus in the safeguarding and promotion of the archaeological and cultural heritage of each place. 
The archaeological research and the excavation constitute particularly time-consuming and hard procedures that however give satisfaction of high degree to the archaeologist. 
During the discovery, excavation, transport and conservation of the immovable or movable monuments, are required particularly careful and precise handlings by the archaeologist, in order to be avoided the danger of damage or the loss of evidence. 
Archaeologist needs to have organisational and coordinative abilities, to collaborate in harmony with his/her colleagues and the members of the interdisciplinary team who take part in the excavations and the rest of the archaeological works. 
An idea of the duties, that an archaeologist-employee of the Archaeological Service has to exercise, mainly in its regional services, is given by the  responsibilities of an Ephorate of Antiquities (Presidential Degree 191/2003):
• maintenance and management of the archaeological sites and monuments 

• protection of the natural landscape that surrounds the archaeological sites and monuments 

• organizing of an archive of photographs, drawings, maps, lists of  Archaeological Sites and Monuments, and its protection zones 

• examination of applications concerning the carrying out  of works that affect directly or indirectly the Archaeological Sites and the Monuments 

• planning and conduct of excavations and any other kind of archaeological research

 • keeping of an archive of all the excavations or any other kind of archaeological research in the region 

• recording and electronic registration of movable and immovable archaeological finds 

• archaeological study and evaluation of the technical works on or near monuments, and of the conservation work in monuments, ancient objects and works of art, and scientific study of every relative with the aforementioned subjects 

• planning and conduct of works for the protection, conservation, restoration of the Archaeological Sites and Monuments 

• research and recording of the required archaeological documentation and evaluation needed for the study and implementation of technical works, of mapping and topographical documentation, of consolidation, conservation and restoration of monuments, of presentation of archaeological sites and monuments 
 • monitoring of research conducted by the scientific, research and educational institutions of the country, as well as by Foreign Archaeological Institutes or Schools, that are based in Greece

 • compiling a record of antiquities possesors and dealers

 • prosecution of the illicit trade in antiquities and of illegal trade

 • development and application of museological and museographical studies

 • exhibition of the archaeological objects in the Museums and the Collections managed by the Ephorate of Antiquities

 • management and order in general of the Ephorates`museums and scientific study of the relevant subjects

 • permissioning the study of ancient objects in the Museums and the Collections of the Ephorate 

• issuing of free admission permits in the Archaeological Sites and the Museums to the eligible persons

 • issuing of export licence to cultural goods not protected from the legislation

 • planning, organisation and presentation of archaeological, temporary or permanent, exhibitions in collaboration with the Central Service of Ministry of Culture

 • planning, organisation and presentation of archaeological temporary exhibitions, programs, activities and events in special places, in museums, archaeological sites and schools, with the purpose of strengthening the social or educational role of the Museums managed by the Ephorate of Antiquities and of informing the public on the cultural heritage issues, in conformity with the  relative circulars and directives sent by the Ministry 
 • collaboration with the conservators of antiquities in Ephorate of Antiquities relating to the conservation of every kind of antiquities, as well as relating to the conservation, restoration and aesthetic presentation of the monuments and cultural goods. 

• organisation and operation of the Ephorate of Antiquities library

Education: Archaeologists study in the Departments of History-Archaeology of Greek Universities (and the equivalent ones abroad), which after a four-year study grant a Degree in History-Archaeology with direction in Archaeology. 
Archaeologists acquire a specialisation in a certain area and/or a historical period that cover their researches. This specialisation can be acquired by an archaeologist with research activity during his basic studies, as well as after the possession of his degree, or also with a study in postgraduate level (one-year or biennial postgraduate diploma of specialisation in Greece or corresponding Master etc. of foreign Universities, doctoral diploma). 
Professional Characteristics: The more basic elements that characterize the Archaeologist are the respect for the historical and cultural heritage of each people and his interest for the search of the history. 
 Archaeology is connected directly with other humanistic sciences, such as  History, History of Art, Sociology, Ethnology, Social Anthropology, but also with natural sciences, such as Archaeometry, Paleozoology etc. It is therefore useful for the Archaeologist to know and to be informed for subjects that concern these sectors, but also to collaborate with the respective scientists, so that he acquires a complete view for the subject of his own scientific research. 
Finally, the Archaeologist owes to show responsibility and consistency in the question of supervision of the archaeological sites, restoration and conservation of the historical monuments, so that he promotes the respect and love for the historical and cultural heritage of each people.

Professional Possibilities and Perspectives in Greece:
Archaeologists work for the public or private sector
• in cultural institutes, institutions and organisms 

• in museums 

• in archaeological excavations
 

• in the supervision of the archaeological sites and the presentation of the historical monuments of Greece. 

Graduates of the Departments of Archaeology can select and claim employment in public service, such as
 • in the Ministry of Culture

 • in the Prefectures

 • in the Municipalities and Communities
                                               or
 in the private sector, such as
 • in private museums and organizations dealing with the cultural heritage

 • in antique shops

 • in publishing houses and newspapers as editors

Still, archaeologists can be work as professors
 • in equivalent departments of Universities 

 • in the Secondary Education 

or even they can acquire
 • guide’s licence for historical sites, monuments and museums.

Conditions of exercising the profession: 
A) Ministry of Culture: 
1. The Field of Archaeologists includes 1106 positions.

Qualifications of nomination: the Degree of Department of History and Archaeology with specialisation in Archaeology of a Greek University  or equivalent speciality of abroad and excellent knowledge of a foreign language ( English or French or German or Italian ). Archaeologists of the field are distinguished in the specialities (a) of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities and (b) of Byzantine and Post Byzantine Antiquities. 
2. The Field of Archaeologists - Museologists includes 12 positions. Qualifications of nomination:  those of the Archaeologists plus a postgraduate title in Museum Studies in Greece or abroad. 
3. The Field of Historians of Art includes 20 positions. In this field are become acceptable and those having a degree of Department of Archaeology and History of Art of Greek Universities or equivalent abroad.  
The engagement in above fields (1) to (3) becomes after written examinations that are organised by the Higher Council of Personnel Choice (ASEP, independent authority). 
4. Archaeologists of private contract law for indefinite time. 
In the Ministry of Culture (450) positions of archaeologists of private contract law for indefinite time were created recently, emanating from the alteration of the contracts of private law for certain time (Presidential Degree 164/2004). 
5. For the employment of archaeologists of private contract law for certain time (up to 1390 hours per year) is required a Degree of Department of History and Archaeology, with specialisation in Archaeology, of Greek University or equivalent degree of corresponding speciality abroad. The employment takes place after

• a call of the Service that executes the archaeological work 

• submission of applications of candidates 

• evaluation and proposal of Service that executes the archaeological work to the General Directorate of Antiquities and Cultural Heritage of Ministry of Culture 

• choice of successful candidatures from the General Directorate of Antiquities and Cultural Heritage of Ministry of Culture and 

• employment of the selected archaeologists from the head of the Service that executes the archaeological work.

 The archaeologists who are employed in the Archaeological Service of Ministry of Culture should be Greek citizens or citizens of the States-Members of EU. The last ones however cannot hold positions of responsibility involving the exercise of public authority (Director Generals, Directors, Heads of Sections etc).
B) Universities: 
Archaeologists can
· be elected as Instructive Researching Personnel (D.E.P.) in the level of  Lecturer, Assistant Professor, Deputy Professor and Professor 
                                                        or
·  be employed as Special Scientists with private contract law of certain time 
in the Departments of History-Archaeology, Ethnography and Departments of relevant cognitive subjects in Greek Universities. 
For the election or the employment respectively the candidates should 
· be Greek citizens or citizens of another State-Member of EU, 

· be holders of doctoral diploma of corresponding specialisation, 
· have recognized scientific work and original scientific publications. 
For the citizens of EU member-states is still required the possession of a degree or postgraduate title from a Greek Higher Education Institute or a Greek Lyceum certificate or a six-years High School certificate or a certificate of level D’ of Knowledge of Greek from the Centre of Greek Language, by which will be proved the complete knowledge of and fluency in the Greek language. 
C) Secondary Education: 
In the field of the secondary education are employed, apart from other specialists, those having a Degree of the Department of History-Archaeology from the Greek Universities or an equivalent degree from abroad. 
In the case of equivalent degree from abroad, the candidate should have also a certificate of studies of Greek six-year High School or Lyceum. If he/she does not have a certificate of studies of Greek six-year High school or Lyceum, it is required a certification that is granted after an examination, of the complete knowledge of and fluency in the Greek language, as well as the knowledge of the Greek history. 
D) Guides: Licence for the exercise of profession of guide in Greece can be granted to Greek citizens who are graduates of School of Guides of Greek Organism of Tourism as well as to citizens of States-Members of European Union
. The holders of a degree in History-Archaeology are registered in the School of Guides, they are examined in fewer courses in relation to the rest candidates and they can be exempted from the attendance of certain courses
.

Incompatibilities (Law 3028/2002): 

1. “A natural person, whose profession is related or was related to the protection of monuments or is an antique dealer or merchant of recent monuments or an employee or partner of natural or legal persons with a similar business, cannot be recognized as a collector of antiquities”
2. The permit to exercise the profession of an antique dealer shall be granted to natural or legal persons:...c)  ... not exercising a profession which is related or was related to the protection of monuments.

3. “The personnel of the Ministry of Culture and of museums ..., which belong to the State, legal persons of public law, or legal persons of private law of the wider public sector shall not be allowed to participate directly or indirectly in the trade of monuments or other cultural objects. They shall not be allowed to issue authenticity certificates or proceed to an assessment of the pecuniary value of such objects, unless it has been assigned to them by their supervisory authority or they have been requested to do so from another public authority”

� In order to be assigned an archaeologist as director of an excavation is required the existence of additional terms: 


1. In order to be assigned an archaeologist as director of a systematic archaeological excavation it is required to have a five-year excavation experience after the possession of his/her degree and two synthetic publications which are reported in excavations or excavation discoveries (Law 3028/2002, article 36 paragraph 4) 


2. In order to be assigned an archaeologist as director of a rescue archaeological excavation it is required to have at least a three-year excavation experience and not have suspense as for the annual scientific reports that the archaeologists owe to present until the end of April of the next year (Law 3028/2002, article 37 paragraph 2)


� Under certain additional conditions: Law 710/1977 as it was amended and it is in force. 


� Regulation of the Operation of the Guides’ School (Official Journal of the Hellenic Republic 1375/B΄/2002), article 11





