ARCHAEOLOGY IN SLOVENIA
Slovenia received national institutions for the implementation of archaeological work only in 1918; therefore one cannot refer to a national school of Slovene archaeology until after that time. Prior to then the organization of archaeology on Slovene territory was part of the Austrian institutional organization, divided into provinces.

The beginnings of the institutional organization of archaeology in Slovenia can be traced to the middle of the 19th century with the work of the Kaiserlich-königliche Central.Kommission for the Protection of artistic and historic monuments, operating through its provincial offices. Although most provincial museums had been founded a few decades earlier: the Styria Provincial Museum in Graz (1811), the Carniola Provincial Museum in Ljubljana (1821), the Carinthia Provincial Museum in Klagenfurt (1844), the City Museum of Antiquities in Trieste (1843); the only museum active in the archaeological field in the mid-19th century, was the Trieste museum. The next period of the founding of city museums followed at the turn of the 19th century: Celje (1893), Ptuj (1893), Maribor (1909), Koper (1911).

The central role in the organization of archaeology in this time was held by the Provincial Museum in Ljubljana (1821), which didn’t deal in particular with archaeology until the mid-1970s, when the then headmaster K. Dežman carried out the first major archaeological excavations in Slovenia in the Ljubljana moors.

With the collapse of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy the Slovene territories were united in a new state – the Kingdom of Yugoslavia and therewith came the formation of a number of national institutions. In the archaeological field the only institution that remained in Slovene territory, apart from the local museums, was the former Provincial Museum of Carniola, renamed in 1921 into the National Museum. Only from 1918 can one speak, for the first time, of Slovene archaeology, as much of the Slovene territory was again reunited with the collapse of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy (except for parts of Primorska, Carniola and Carinthia). Simultaneously with the collapse of the Austrian provinces, almost all of the mentioned institutions in the archaeological field fell outside of Slovene national borders. The resulting void was filled by the University of Ljubljana (1919), the National Museum of Slovenia (1921, former Provincial Museum of Carniola) and the Slovene Academy of Sciences and Arts (1938). An archaeology course was incorporated into the study programme with the founding of the University, but did not appear as an individual course in the weekly schedule of subjects of the University until 1924. In the meantime, the National Museum of Slovenia operated without an employed archaeologist for almost 10 years. Not until employing Rajko Ložar in the National Museum in 1929 did Slovenia get its first acting Slovene archaeologist but the successful start was brought to a standstill by the war. Slovene archaeology faced several problems during these years: mostly staff shortage, as only a handful of archaeologists worked in the whole of Slovenia, constant financial difficulties and a weak institutional framework in which archaeology operated.

After World War 2 a reconstruction of the whole society took place, including the archaeological profession; especially important was the re-annexation of Primorska to Slovenia. A complete reorganization of the archaeological profession followed, with the re-introduction of the study of archaeology at the University in 1946 and the founding of the Archaeological Commission at the Slovene Academy of Sciences and Arts (the present Institute of Archaeology). The study of archaeology at the University of Ljubljana today takes place at the Department of Archaeology, with an undergraduate as well as a postgraduate study programme, at the same time the Department is the main archaeological educational facility in Slovenia. In 2006 the Faculty of Humanities Koper, a member of the University of Primorska, opened its doors for the study of a Bologna study programme The Heritage of Europe and the Mediterranean with an undergraduate, as well as two postgraduate courses. In the transitional period of implementing the Bologna treaty, students can also study as postgraduate students of the programme History of Europe and the Mediterranean with a special focus on archaeological expertise.
The Institute of Archaeology was founded in 1972. Its predecessors were the Archaeological Commission (1947-1948) and the Section for Archaeology at the Institute of History at the Slovene Academy of Sciences and Arts (1948-1972). Its work is funded exclusively from project means. From the very beginnings of the Institute, work has been focused on basic research, particularly on the archaeological topography of Slovenia, the keeping of records of archaeological material, the study of Roman inscriptions, research into settlements, and the compilation of an archaeological bibliography. Early on extensive field research on Slovene territory was organized. The members of the Institute have published numerous works of synthesis, resulting in the compilation of a basic register of archaeological heritage, Archaeological Sites in Slovenia (1975), and more than fifty monographs. The Institute has a vast library and publishes the main Slovene archaeological journal Arheološki vestnik (Acta Archaeologica), as well as the series Opera Instituti archaeologici Sloveniae.
In December 1994 the Science and Research Centre of Koper (ZRS Koper) was founded, thus becoming the foremost nucleus of research activity of the newly established University of Primorska. The researchers of the ZRS Koper contribute to the educational process in different faculties of the University of Primorska, as well as working on a regional and international level with the coordination and implementation of research and care for the development of contents and programmes that are connected with heritage in the broadest possible way.
In August 1945 the Institute for the Protection and Scientific Study of Cultural Monuments and natural history sites was founded, while at the same time corresponding laws for the protection and management of these monuments were passed. After World War 2 the first order of business of the “monument office” was the preparation of documents on materials transported abroad and compensation for materials destroyed during the war. Large scale organizational changes took place after 1957, when the Institute for Monument Protection of the People’s Republic of Slovenia organized a network of intermunicipal and regional units across Slovenia: Maribor (1959), Celje, Kranj and Nova Gorica (1961), Ljubljana (1964), Piran (1969) and Novo mesto (1981). As part of the civil service the Institute for the Protection of Cultural Heritage is subordinate to the Ministry of Culture, whereas the protection of natural heritage is separate and is part of the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning. The Public Institute for the protection of Cultural Heritage comprises 8 units: Ljubljana RU, Maribor RU, Celje RU, Novo mesto RU, Nova Gorica RU, Piran RU, Kranj RU and the Restoration Centre. The tasks of the Institute mainly include: the keeping of general records on the state of monuments and the scientific study of the physical and legal protection within lawful regulations on the safeguard and protection of movable and immovable monuments.
The construction of the motorway network in Slovenia in the last 15 years has demanded a greater number of field archaeologists than the above mentioned institutions could provide. Hence the private sector became a vital part of Slovene archaeology with private entities and self-employed, who carry out most of the motorway and urban rescue excavations through public tenders.
The present legal foundations for the organization of archaeology in Slovenia are set by the central Cultural Heritage Protection Act from 1999, but on February 1st a new Cultural Heritage Protection Act was passed, coming into effect with March 1st 2008. Slovenia has also signed several international agreements on the protection of cultural heritage, among them the Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict, the Convention Concerning the Protection of World Cultural and Natural Heritage (UNESCO Convention), the Convention for the Protection of the Architectural Heritage of Europe (Granada Convention), as well as the European Convention for the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (the La Valetta Convention). Slovenia has also ratified the European Landscape Convention.
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