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                     Archaeology and Archaeologists in the Slovak Republic

         Introduction:

 Some brief remarks describing the structure and organization of archaeology in the Slovak Republic:

- Slovak republic was founded on January 1st 1993. Before this date Slovakia was a constituent part of the united Czechoslovak Federative Republic; preservation of cultural heritage and institutions employing archaeologists were regulated by common Czechoslovak law system. The law on conservation of historic monuments, containing regulations regarding preservation of archaeological monuments and sites was passed in 1987. This law already regulated financing of archaeological excavations by corporations. In 1992 the obligation to pay for archaeological excavations was widened to any construction undertaken for business purposes. The new law on preservation of historical monuments was passed on December 19th, 2001 and it was published in the Legal Code no. 49/2002, art. 23, pp. 536-549.

- Majority of financial resources in archaeology derives from the reimbursement of the cost of excavations by investors.

- The Slovak Republic is divided into 8 regions. The structure of historical monument conservation agencies broadly follows this division. Main state authorities for conservation of historical monuments are the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic and the Monuments Boards of the Slovak Republic, to which Regional Monuments Boards are subordinated. The Institute of Archaeology of the Slovak Academy of Sciences has independent position with the Ministry of Education as its superior. Museums are independent as well and city authorities mostly direct their work.    

- From the year 2004 only institutions holding a license issued by the Ministry of Culture can carry out archaeological excavations. The main criterion for acquiring the license is to employ at least one archaeologist who owns a special qualification license for research of monuments. The above-mentioned license is issued by the Commission for certification of special professional eligibility to carry on research of historical monuments (professional advisory body for certification of special professional eligibility of physical persons entitled to realise research of historical monuments). The certificate is issued after considering particular application and passing an interview with the applicant. The license is usually valid for 5 years, then it can be prolonged. The Institute of Archaeology of the Slovak Academy of Sciences comments upon the above-mentioned application of a physical person for the license as well.   

- The number of archaeologists can be estimated at about 180, with the licence about 80.

Archaeologists are employed by organisations that can be divided into five different groups: 

The main state institution with legal responsibility for archaeological monuments is the National Heritage Institute of the Slovak republic, which is superintended by the Slovak Ministry of Culture. The National Heritage Institute has its own regional departments, broadly following the country’s division into regions. The archaeological departments of the National Heritage Institute are responsible for administrative affairs (registering, documenting the state of the monuments, stipulating conditions for renovation works, depositing of all excavation reports from realised archaeological excavations both of rescue and thematic character since passing the law no. 49/2001), and for preserving registered monuments and protected areas (e.g. historic towns). They have a direct responsibility to take care of archaeological sites and monuments in state possession, with the right to order, permit or call off realization of archaeological excavations. The majority of excavations they undertake have a connection to such monuments.

The Archaeological Institute of the Slovak Academy of Sciences is the state institution and has a special status. Till 2001 the Institute bore a legal responsibility for archaeological monuments with decisive voice for realization of archaeological research. In present the Institute with its numerous representatives at the Archaeological Board is the advisory body of the National Heritage Institute in questions of realization of archaeological excavations.

It employs approximately one thirth of all archaeologists in the Slovak Republic. Documentation pertaining to all excavations from the beginning of professional archaeological research is stored in the archives of the Archaeological Institute. Workers of the Institute carry out basic scientific research, take part in rescue excavations paid for by investors and assist in the preservation of monuments connected with archaeological sites. The institution organizes also independent archaeological excavations for scientific purposes that are usually paid by sponsors, grant agencies or the Slovak government. 

     Another archaeologists work in regional or municipal museums. The network of museums dates back to the end of the 19th century and national basis in the 1960s. This group is represented first of all by the principal state museum – the National Museum in Bratislava – with the network of 18 specialized museums. Changes in organization of Slovak museums in 2001  transferred the regional museums into municipal possessions mostly. The position of archaeological departments within the museums depends on their relationship to the regional or local authorities. Archaeologists in these institutions carry out excavations paid for by investor in the case if particular museum owned the license for realisation of archaeological excavations. According to the law on protection of monuments, an archaeologist that works at a museum owning the license for realization of archaeological excavations is not limited by the region in its activities, but he can lead excavations anywhere in Slovakia. Place of his activities depends on investor (building company) to which the Monuments Board ordered archaeological rescue excavations in its building plan. Apart from the care for archaeological finds from excavations, which they initiated themselves or took over from other institutions, archaeologists in museums usually work on other monuments as well. Only several regional museums are owners of the license for realization of archaeological excavation activities (about 16). 

      Numerous archaeologists are employed at universities, whose number has grown significantly in the last ten years: before 1990, only one university (in Bratislava) educated archaeologists; in 2007 there are four of them. To enable the issue of the license, an archaeological degree requires the study of either Prehistoric, Medieval or Classical Archaeology. The number of students has grown significantly (from paltry tens to more) as well, but only minority of them continue working in the field after completing their education (about a quarter). 

      Private archaeological companies, carrying out archaeological excavations especially with vast commercial construction sites, are a new phenomenon from the year 2006. At present there are three of them that are active in the Slovak Republic (with the license from the Ministry of Culture). Societies specialized in providing trained diggers/archaeological works, technicians/documentation workers and technical equipment for archaeological excavations does not exist in Slovakia at present.

