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The Kingdom of Belgium is a federal state made up of three regions – Flanders, Wallonia and the Brussels Capital Region, and three communities – the Flemish Community (Dutch-speaking), the French Community (French-speaking) and the German-speaking Community in the east of the Walloon Region. The Brussels Capital Region is officially bilingual (Dutch-French) but has become multilingual because of its international role as capital of the European Community. 

The educational system in Belgium is largely regulated and financed by the three Communities, each of which has independent authority. The various universities have their origins in different systems (Catholic, state, other), but are now organised and run along similar lines. When the Bologna process was adopted, the traditional educational structure of two years of a candidate’s training followed by a further two years for the licentiate diploma in Archaeology was replaced by the conventional European system of three years for the Bachelor’s degree followed now by one and in the future by two years for the Master’s degree. Because of the rapid progress in technology and methodology, archaeology has now become a fully developed educational course which is available at most Belgian universities. In the last few decades, the traditional association of archaeology with history and art history has been gradually eroded, and more attention is now being paid to specific archaeological methodology, practice and fieldwork.
In 1989, authority on cultural matters, including archaeology, was transferred to the communities and the regions and all national services, activities and publications on archaeology (e.g. Archaeologia Belgica) came to an end, with one exception: the Royal Museums for Art and History (KMKG-MRAH) in Brussels, which has large collections of archaeological objects from all over the world and couldn’t be divided. Since 1989, archaeology has been organised differently within the framework of the newly founded services of the three regions. Topics such as the complete inventory of the archaeological heritage, the creation of archaeological reserves, the evident preservation in situ and the full publication and recording of the findings are the responsibility of the regions and communities.

In Brussels, Archaeology forms a subdivision of the Department of Monuments and Sites, which is responsible for the monumental heritage management in general. The area that the Archaeology subdivision mainly has to deal with is rescue excavations within the borders of the Brussels Capital Region. Occasionally, it is assisted by the archaeological services of the Royal Museums for Art and History and of the Université libre de Bruxelles.
In Wallonia, the Direction de l’Archéologie is a branch of the Division du Patrimoine, this being a part of the Direction générale de l’Aménagement du Territoire, du Logement and du Patrimoine (land management in general). It has a central role in providing external services to all the provinces and takes care of all aspects of heritage management. It carries out or coordinates all surveys and programmed and rescue excavations in Wallonia and takes responsibility for the conservation and preservation of archaeological objects and sites. It also provides a large spectrum of publications and activities for the public.
Until a few years ago, the situation in Flanders was similar to the one in Wallonia and Brussels with the Institute for Archaeological Heritage (IAP) taking care of the execution or coordination of all archaeological surveys and excavations and being responsible for the conservation and preservation of archaeological objects and sites. However, in Flanders, provinces and major historical cities always had their own archaeological services and museums with sizeable archaeological collections (e.g. Tongeren). In recent years, the governmental services and institutes have returned to exercising more of a role in management in general and try to mould a structure in which other bodies can do whatever is necessary for the archaeological heritage. This provides opportunities for regional authorities to take initiatives and to finance projects of local interest. Commercial archaeology is about to receive official recognition and young archaeologists are already presenting themselves to local authorities as single person businesses wishing to conduct archaeological surveys and small excavations within the framework of heritage and land management projects.

Finally, on the 30th January 2002, the Belgian government signed the Valletta Treaty or Malta Convention. It took so long because the three communities (Flemish, French and German) and three regions, the Brussels Capital Region, the Flemish Region and the Walloon Region had to express their preliminary consent to be bound by the convention. Of course, even before Malta, archaeology in Belgium was already largely executed according to the standards and recommendations of the Malta Convention and contractors were even willing to pay costs for archaeological rescue excavations, in particular for large-scale development work, such as high-speed railways and long-distance pipelines. It is evident that, in the years to come, archaeological practice will be subject to more radical changes. 
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