Discovering the archaeologists of Europe

Slovak Republic
1. Introduction
This national report is a part of the common project “Discovering the archaeologists of Europe”, in which twelve EU member countries (Belgium, Czech Republic, Ireland, Cyprus, Greece, the Netherlands, Hungary, Germany, Austria, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, and Great Britain) are participating. The project is aimed to obtain data that are comparable among the countries. At the same time it provides a basic survey on the structure and state of the archaeological community in a large part of Europe. The project has been inspired by a similar one realized in Great Britain in 2002/2003 (Aitchison, K. /Edwards, R.: Archaeology Labour Market Intelligence: Profiling the Profession 2002/03, Reading 2003) which was a follow-up to the earlier project from 1997/98. The project “Discovering the archaeologists of Europe” runs from October 2006 to September 2008. Slovak Republic has been invited to join in September 2007. 

2. Archaeologist
In Slovak Republic an archaeologist can be a natural person with accomplished university education in social sciences with orientation in archaeology and with a finished Master of Arts study programme (the M.A. degree).

Since 2004 archaeological excavations on the territory of Slovakia can be performed apart from the Archaeological Institute of S.A.S. only by a legal entity performing the excavations by natural persons with specific qualification, by course of art. 35 par. 3 of the Cultural Heritage Act 49/2002 Coll. as amended (further “the Act”). The licence to archaeological excavations is granted to a legal entity from the Ministry of Culture of S.R. and is conditioned by employing a person with the specific qualification for archaeological excavations. The Ministry of Culture issues the certificate of specific qualification on the basis of a natural person’s application. Special advisory board for reviewing these applications of natural persons for granting the Ministry of Culture certificate of special qualification is the Commission for Cultural Heritage Research. According to the art. 35 par. 6 the Act, the application for the special qualification certificate has to be completed with documents of obtained education, special working experience, expert opinion of the Monuments Board of S.R. or of the Archaeological Institute of S.A.S. on the applicant’s  special working experience and with an extract from the crime register not older than three months. Statutory duties, which follow from the Act in performing of archaeological excavations, are also: announcement of the excavation beginning to the Regional Monuments Board ((when it is the excavation of cultural monuments, monument zone or protection zone), elaboration of excavation documentation according to the art. 7 par. 7, the Regulation of the Ministry of Culture 16/2003 Coll. and handing in a copy of excavation documentation till 60 days from the excavation end to the Regional Monuments Board.

The Regional Monuments Board can impose a fine according to the art. 42 par. 2 the Act for offences in cultural heritage protection. The Ministry of Culture can revoke a legal entity the licence for archaeological excavations, when the person acts contrary to the Act  (art. 35 par. 9 the Act).

3. Archaeology and archaeologists in Slovak Republic

Archaeology can be defined as a historical science with individual methods used for exploration, excavation, documentation, study and interpretation of material relics of human life and activities and their finding circumstances and contexts, aimed in history reconstruction. In Slovakia it is an established scientific discipline with created working positions, hierarchy of working places and educational possibilities. Its beginnings are connected with activities and interests of polyhistors and the national revival movement and have its origin in the 18th, principally 19th century. Till the end of 1918 twenty-two archaeological excavations were realised in Slovakia (Janšáková 1954, 231-232) and the first permanent exposition was opened in the Slovak National Museum in Martin in 1908. The first archaeologist with professional education, whose scientific works and pedagogical activities moved forward archaeological research, was Jan Eisner, the disciple of professor of archaeology Lubor Niederle (they both came from Bohemia). In 1924-1939 he worked at the Comenius University in Bratislava. As in those days no archaeology professors worked in Slovakia, he received his degree in collaboration of the Comenius University with the Charles University in Prague. He lectured on archaeology as a private lecturer (1924/25). In 1929 he was designated an exceptional professor. Foundations of modern archaeology in Slovakia were given by establishment of the State Archaeological Institute in Martin (1924) and by opening of an independent field of archaeological study at the Faculty of Philosophy of the Comenius University in Bratislava in 1950. 
     The Monuments Board of the Slovak Republic was established in January 1st 1951 and renamed on the Slovak Monuments Board in November of the same year. The institution was transformed into the Slovak Institute of Monuments Care and Nature Protection in 1958, later in 1960 Regional Centres of State Monuments Care and Nature Protection arose that completed the formation of network of basic monuments care organizations. The working places have overcome several changes concerning their organization from that period, which included their competences and consequent changes in their names. Their territorial and organizational coverage has now been changed, however. 

     The Act 49/2002 Coll. has established the Monuments Board of the Slovak Republic and Regional Monuments Boards and it represents the last transformation in the field of cultural heritage protection in Slovak Republic. Since 2002 the Monuments Board of the Slovak Republic and Regional Monuments Boards are institutions of specialized state administration deciding the rights and duties of natural persons and legal entities.   

After 1989 archaeology has passed substantial changes together with the entire society. 

Before characterising the structure and organization of archaeology in the Slovak Republic, we have to mention the following:  


Slovak Republic has arisen in January 1st 1993 as a successional state after the break-up of the Czech and Slovak Federative Republic (1990-1992). Before this date it was a part of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic (1960-1990) and protection of cultural heritage as well as institutions employing archaeologists were abided by common Czechoslovak law.


The first legal regulation on the territory of Slovakia that adjusted duties of persons in relation to archaeological findings in general terms was the Hungarian act par. XXXIX/1881 on the care of monuments, which defines “Monument” as a building that is situated in earth or at its surface and that has its historical or artistic value (loose translation).


In 1958 the act 7/1958 on cultural heritage was passed, in which articles 15-17 included “special regulations on archaeological monuments”. This act was the first one on the territory of Czechoslovakia that directly adjusted the problems of archaeology, archaeological findings and archaeological research. 


The act 7/1958 was substituted by the act 27/1987 on the state care of cultural heritage, which was valid on the territory of Slovakia till passing the present-day act 49/2002 Coll. on protection of cultural heritage.


The act 49/2002 Coll. on the cultural heritage protection came into force in April 1st 2002 except the art. 35 par. 3 the Act, according to which the research can be realised only by a natural person having the special qualification. This article came into force in January 1st 2004. The Act has been adjusted by the act 479/2005 Coll. that is valid from November 1st 2005. This act fixes protection conditions for cultural heritage and cultural heritage areas in accordance with scientific knowledge and on the basis of international agreements on European and world cultural heritage, which are obligatory also for the Slovak Republic (art. 1 par. 1 the Act). It adjusted organization and force of the state and regional authorities as well as rights and duties of owners and other legal entities and natural persons (art. 1 par. 2 the Act). In compliance with the art. 35 par. 2 and art. 37 par. 2 the Act, four types of archaeological research can be realised in Slovakia:

1 – research preceding reconstruction and renovation of cultural monuments;

2 – research preceding working-out of principles for cultural heritage areas protection;

3 – research realised exclusively for scientific and documentation purposes financed by the customer (art. 38 par. 3 the Act);

4 – rescue excavations preceding activities for protection of archaeological and other historical findings that are assumed to be found in earth, under water, or in a building construction (art. 37 par. 2 the Act).

According to the art. 38 par. 1 the Act, expenses for research activities apart from those for scientific and documentation purposes are paid by the owner of cultural monument or building owner. Accordingly, the majority of excavations in Slovak Republic to the day of obtaining the Discovering project data (01.11.2007) was financed by building owners and realised via rescue excavations caused by building activities. In the case when research is realised on a building site or in public interest, competent central state authority can decide the expenses to be defrayed in full or partly from the state budget (art. 38 par. 2 the Act).

Financing of archaeological excavations to the day of obtaining the Discovering project data (01.11.2007) was mostly realised via rescue excavations. Number of thematic excavations was minimal (relevant data for more precise specification are missing). Activities of archaeologists apart from excavations (i.e. preparation of exhibitions, publications, popularising works, education, museums, etc.) are financed from resources of the state or promoter, via grant projects, sponsoring or from the own financial resources obtained in entrepreneurial activities. 

As far as the state division is concerned, Slovak Republic is divided into eight regions with corresponding structure of state authorities responsible for cultural heritage protection. Authorities of the state administration responsible for cultural heritage protection are the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic, the Monuments’ Board of the Slovak Republic and regional Monuments’ Boards. The Institute of Archaeology, being the scientific establishment of the Slovak Academy of Sciences, which is an autonomous scientific institution of the Slovak Republic of a state-wide province, has an independent position as well as museums that are usually established by local self-governments. 

Archaeologists are employees of organizations that can be divided into five groups:

1. Authorities of the state administration responsible for cultural heritage protection
In compliance with the art. 9 par. 1 the Act, the authorities of specialized state administration responsible for cultural heritage protection are the Monuments Board of the Slovak Republic and regional Monuments Boards. Central authority of the state administration for the cultural heritage protection is the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic. As the Act does not enact otherwise, regional Monuments’ Boards are the first-degree authorities of the state administration ordaining rights and duties of legal entities and natural persons concerning the cultural heritage protection within the boundaries of their regions. Regional Monuments Boards decide kind, extent, way of realisation, date of presupposed end of archaeological excavations and treating any finds. After finishing the archaeological excavations, Regional Monuments’ Boards must receive a copy of the research documentation. 

Besides this, Regional Monuments’ Boards in co-operation with Building Offices act as guarantors of conditions for the archaeological sites protection in regional and building acting and in cooperation with regional administration authorities they ensure professional restoration, appropriate utilization and presentation of immovable archaeological finds and archaeological sites, if possible in original finding situations. 

Regional Monuments’ Boards can litigate offence actings and are authorized to impose a fine up to 100.000 SK for an offence and 500.000 SK for other administration delicts. 

Regional Monuments’ Boards can establish their own regional working places and offices.  

The Monuments’ Board of the Slovak Republic is the second-degree authority of the state administration. Apart from performing, controlling and inspecting of the state administration, it determines the inevitability of rescue archaeological excavations and in the cases of complying with the legal conditions according to the art. 40 par. 8 the Act it pays bonuses to finders of archaeological findings. Except for this, the Monuments’ Board of the Slovak Republic participates in international projects for the protection and renovation of cultural heritage monuments and historic sites and it performs other functions within the territory of Slovakia (acts as administrator for the respective part of the state information system – General Inventory; keeps an archive in the field of the protection of monuments and historic sites; monitors the status of monuments and historic sites and the conditions for their protection; ensures the development of theories and methodologies for restoration; ensures research and restoration works as a special-purpose State aid for cultural heritage monuments in danger, etc.).     

2. Archaeological Institute of the Slovak Academy of Sciences

The Archaeological Institute of the Slovak Academy of Sciences has its seat in Nitra and  is a budgetary scientific organisation having a special position, which has been established by the Academy Board’s decree from June 18th 1953 from the former State Archaeological Institute. Basic purpose and activities performed here are aimed to develop scientific and research work within the scientific branch of archaeology and relative scientific disciplines. The Archaeological Institute of S.A.S. performs and coordinates archaeological field explorations and excavations within the boundaries of the whole Slovakia; realises scientific education, publication of results of scientific and research work in periodicals and non-periodical publications; creates and administrates academic and comparative collections documenting human activities in prehistoric, protohistoric and medieval periods; keeps and controls the central register of archaeological sites in Slovakia; prepares professional opinions and expertises for administration authorities, state authorities and specialized state administration. In 2002 the Institute’s activities were extended on performing of entrepreneurial activities and in 2003 on performing of archaeological excavations and results of scientific and research activities abroad. Till 2002 the Institute had decisive vote in realization of archaeological excavations; at present the Act specifies the Institute as a scientific organisation whose opinion is necessary in performing of the state administration in archaeology. Representatives of the Archaeological Institute S.A.S. (together with the partners from museums, monuments boards and universities) are represented in the Archaeological Board, which is the Ministry of Culture’s expert advisory authority for the cultural heritage section. It is the publisher of the scientific journal Slovenská archeológia; yearbooks Archeologické výskumy a nálezy na Slovensku, Študijné zvesti AÚ SAV, Východoslovenský pravek; monographic series Archaeologica Slovaca Monographiae, Acta Interdisciplinaria Archaeologica, Archeologické pamätníky Slovenska; proceedings from scientific events Communicationes and in co-operation with the National Numismatic Committee the proceedings Slovenská numizmatika. The Archaeological Institute employs almost one third of all professional archaeologists in Slovakia and also the biggest number of other academically educated scholars specialized in archaeology. It has its detached working places in Košice and Spišská Nová Ves, and from 2007 also a research base in Zvolen. Concerning the number of registered and archived archaeological research reports, natural scientific expertises and chemical analyses (16369 pcs. to the day of the Discovery project data collection) and registered professional monographs, proceedings and periodicals  (66212 together), the department of documentation and library of the Archaeological Institute S.A.S. is the biggest specialized working place in archaeology in Slovakia. 

3. Museums

Further archaeologists work in state, regional or city museums. The system of museums started to form at the end of 19th century, later in the 1960s it adopted the organization of state administration system. This group is represented first of all by the Slovak National Museum in Bratislava with its system of 18 specialized museums. The Archaeological Museum of the Slovak National Museum in Bratislava performs acquiring, registering, renovation, depositing and presenting of archaeological findings on the territory of Slovakia from the prehistoric times up to the Top Middle Ages. Collections of the Museum include more than 136 thousand artefacts. The Archaeological Museum performs its activities within the boundaries of the whole Slovakia. In scientific research the accent is put on rescue excavations, publications, lecturing and expertises for public. Decentralization and transferring of powers to regional authorities have brought changes in organization of museums given by the act 115/1998 Coll. on museums and galleries and protection of artefacts of museum and gallery values. Majority of regional museums have come under towns, villages or upper-tier units. Position of archaeological working places in these museums depends on relations with regional or local authorities. Archaeologists in these institutions perform excavations paid by investors in the case when a museum employs a person with special qualification for archaeological research. Besides care for archaeological finds from their own excavations or those realised by other institutions, archaeologists in museums usually take care also about other artefacts and perform various activities. Approximately 16 regional museums have the licence for archaeological field activities. Several museums publish or take part in publishing of journals and proceedings devoted to regional problems including archaeology. 

4. Universities

The number of archaeologists working at universities is growing. Archaeology as a university discipline was originally studied only in Bratislava; at present archaeology of the M.A. degree or classic archaeology can be studied at universities in Nitra and Trnava. At other three new universities archaeologists are working within different social disciplines that include also archaeological knowledge (Trnava, Banská Bystrica, Prešov). The licences for performing of archaeological excavations on the territory of Slovakia have the universities in Bratislava, Nitra, Trnava and Banská Bystrica. When compared with the period before the Slovak Republic establishment, the number of students has increased. This is evident from the number of established new university departments with the M.A. degree courses of study in archaeology as well as from the growing number of students of archaeology (no data for more precise information were at disposal). We assume one fourth of them will find work as professional archaeologists. Archaeologists working at universities devote themselves to educating the students and also to field research, scientific and research work in theory and training, editing activities in publishing of periodicals, proceedings from conferences and monographs. The Department of Archaeology at the Faculty of Arts of Comenius University in Bratislava has a specialized professional library, the second biggest one in the archaeological branch in Slovakia.

5. Private companies

Private archaeological companies are a new phenomenon, which has aroused after 2006. They perform archaeological excavations on extensive commercial building sites. 

To the day of obtaining the Discovering project data (01.11.2007), three private archaeological companies (with the licence from the Ministry of Culture) have existed in Slovakia. Considering the small number and a short time of their existence (approximately one year), we can characterise them especially via available information on their aims, where they usually quote realization of archaeological excavations, aid for various scientific, research and popularising projects, publication activities and protection, preservation and renovation of cultural heritage in connection with archaeology. 

The Monuments Board of the Slovak Republic is responsible for the subject and formal side of the chapter “Archaeologist” as well as of a part of the text on brief development of legal regulations concerning archaeology, on the recent legal regulations and on authorities of the state administration responsible for the cultural heritage protection.    
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