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OUTLINE OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROFESSION IN GREECE

   Concern for the protection of antiquities in Greece was expressed even before the establishment of the independent Greek state (1830). The country had already suffered from the extensive looting and pillaging of its cultural treasures, as early on as the years of Roman conquest; however, in modern times the passion for collecting of many sovereigns and nobles led to missions that resulted in the pillage of archaeological sites and monuments, frequently under the guise of research. Until the beginning of the 20th century the big museums of Western Europe in London, Paris, Berlin, Munich etc were enriched by these lootings in the Greek lands, while during the 20th century it was primarily museums in the USA that profited. 
Greeks did not remain passive toward the robbing of the ancestral heritage of their country. Adamantios Korais, scholar of the Greek Diaspora during the Enlightenment era, in a memorandum to the Ecumenical Patriarchate proposed actions for the recording of monuments and antiquities by the local ecclesiastical authorities in the Ottoman Empire. A Philomousos Etaireia (Friends of the Arts Association) was founded in 1813 in Athens. During the War of Independence (1821-1829) the governments did not neglect to take measures for the protection of antiquities. A Decree of the Minister of Internal Affairs (10th  February 1825) ordains the collection of antiquities and their safekeeping in the premises of schools. Another Decree (22nd February 1826) specified a series of actions for the safety of the Athenian monuments. The 18th article of the Constitution of the Third National Assembly in Troezen defines that “the Governor has to ensure that Antiquities are not sold or removed from Greek Territory”. The first Governor Ioannis Kapodistrias issued an Order (no. 2400/12.5.1828) that prohibited the export of antiquities and on the 21th of October 1829 he established the “National Museum of Aegina”. The first Ephor of the museum, Andreas Moustoxydes, distributed a Circular (no. 953/23.6.1829) concerning antiquities (8 articles), which in fact constituted a preliminary draft of an archaeological law. 

   With the election of the Bavarian prince Otto (Othon) as king of Greece, the systematic efforts for the protection of antiquities and monuments commenced. The archaeological service was founded as part of the Ministry of Education by the Royal Decree 3/15.4.1833. The first archaeological law of Greece, a pioneering law on a pan-European level, the work of G.L.von Maurer, was instituted a year later (10/22.5.1834). This law declared that “all the antiquities in Greece, being works of the ancestors of the Greek people, are considered as national property of all the Greeks in general”. The law regulated a number of issues, including the ownership of the antiquities by the State, the obligation of reporting all newly discovered antiquities to the state authorities, the conducting of excavations, the disposal and use of antiquities, the foundation of museums, the responsibilities of General Ephor of Antiquities and the time limits of the protection, which included all periods up to the end of the Middle Ages (for Greece, the year 1453, the year of the capture of Constantinople by the Ottoman Turks and the end of the Eastern Roman Empire). 

   The law of 1834 remained in force until 1899, when a new law was voted (Law BXMS` - 2646). This second archaeological law established the complete property of the State on all antiquities without exceptions and its right to acquire all important antiquities, after paying compensation. This law was supplemented immediately with a series of decrees that determined at greater length the procedures relating to the export and import of antiquities, their legal trade inside the State, the sale and export of ancient copies, the carrying out of excavations, the compensation and payment to the owners and finders of antiquities etc. 

   The protection of movable works of artistic and historical value was extended to 1830, the year of the foundation of the modern Greek State, by two laws in 1914 and in 1921, while a 1921 law instituted the protection to immovable monuments of the same period (1453-1830). 

In 1932 (codified law 5351/1932) came the third important change in the archaeological legislation, mainly due to the intervention of the great Greek collectors in the government. The basic provisions of the 1899 law remained. However the obligatory “acquisition” of declared antiquities by the State was permitted only when these were reported by antique dealers. Important provisions concerning the protection of antiquities were added and all issues related to archaeological excavations were regulated. 

   Law 1469/1950 placed under state protection those cultural goods, movable and immovable, which were dated later than 1830, and were characterized by ministerial decision as monuments or as works of art in need of special state protection. 

   The Constitution of 1975 stipulates that special terms of property and allotment are in effect for archaeological sites and archaeological treasures (article 18 § 1). Monuments, as well as traditional regions and traditional elements were placed under the protection of the state, while specific legislation was to determine the manner and the type of compensation of citizens for the restrictions that this protection entails (article 24 § 6). 

   The codified law 5351/1932 was in effect until 2002, when it was replaced by Law 3028/2002 “on the protection of antiquities and cultural heritage in general”. The fourth -from 1834- archaeological law of the country now covers the total of cultural heritage, from the earliest years up to the present, with internal chronological divisions, which correspond to different degrees of protection. The proprietorship of the State is maintained on movable and immovable antiquities dated up to 1453 and the mandatory acquisition of important declared antiquities by the state is reintroduced. The issues related to systematic, test and rescue excavations are regulated at greater length, while provisions are made for the implementation of the obligations that the country has undertaken with the ratification of the relative international and European conventions, the provisions of which – according to an explicit constitutional provision – prevail, after their ratification, over the national legislation. The new law also introduces harsh sanctions for a series of penal offences related to monuments and cultural goods. It is a fairly advanced legislation in the sector of protection and the management of cultural heritage, and it is continuously supplemented through presidential decrees and ministerial decisions on various subjects. 
THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SERVICE 

   The Greek Archaeological Service was founded in 1833. It was headed by the General Ephor of Antiquities and was organised in regions supervised by local Ephors and Curators of Antiquities. Important help to the Service was provided, especially during the 19th century, by the Archaeological Society, which was founded in 1837. The scientific journals and other publications of the Archaeological Society (Archaiologike Ephemeris, Praktika of the Archaeological Society etc) contain records of all the excavations conducted since its foundation, as well as numerous archaeological studies. The excavations and editorial work of the Society remain important to this day. 

   The first foreign archaeological institution in Greece, the French Archaeological School at Athens, was founded in 1846. The German Archaeological Institute followed in 1874, the American School of Classical Studies in 1881, the British Archaeological School in 1886, the Austrian Archaeological Institute 1908 and the Italian Archaeological School in 1909. These foreign institutions undertook, and still conducted, large excavations in important archaeological sites. New foreign schools and institutes were added after the 2nd World War (Swedish, Swiss, Belgian, Canadian, Dutch etc), bringing their current number to eighteen (18). 

   The Departments of History and Archaeology of Greek Universities are also involved in archaeological activities. Today such departments operate at the Universities of Athens, Thessaloniki, Ioannina, Crete (Rethymnon), Thessaly (Volos) and the Peloponnese (Kalamata). These Departments confer, after a formal study of (4) years, a general degree in History and Archaeology, with a specialization either in History or in Archaeology, and this is the basic qualification in order to be employed as a tenured archaeologist in the Archaeological Service (usually after passing a written examination). Archaeological courses also form part of the program of study of other academic departments, namely the Department of History of the Ionian University (Kerkyra), the Department of History and Ethnology of the Thrace University (Komotini), and the Departments of Mediterranean Studies (Rhodes) and Cultural Technology and Communication (Mytilini) of the Aegean University. 

     Since its inception the Archaeological Service has been divided into central and regional services. The central service was originally formed under the Ministry of Education where it remained until 1958, when it was attached to the Presidency of Government up to 1971. Since then it is a part of the Ministry of Culture. The regional services, the Ephorates of Antiquities, constitute the main executive office of the Service, especially after 1911. With the reorganization of 2003, the General Directorate of Antiquities and Cultural Heritage of the Ministry consists of eight central Directorates: 
· Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities, 
· Byzantine and Post-Byzantine Antiquities, 

· Museums, Exhibitions and Educational Programs, 
· National Archive of Monuments
, 
· Conservation of Ancient and Modern Monuments, 
· Expropriations and Immobile Property, 
· Modern Cultural Heritage, as well as 
· the Centre of Stone. 
A new Directorate, Documentation and Protection of Cultural Goods, will be created according to a bill of law announced by the Ministry of Culture. The responsibilities of the directorate will include the prevention of the illicit trade of antiquities, as well as the search and the return of illegally exported antiquities. 

On a regional level the General Directorate of Antiquities and Cultural Heritage includes:
· thirty nine (39) Ephorates of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities,
· twenty eight (28) Ephorates of Byzantine Antiquities, 
· seven (7) great museums (National Archaeological Museum, Byzantine and Christian Museum, Numismatic Museum, Epigraphic Museum, Archaeological Museum of Thessaloniki, Museum of Byzantine Culture in Thessaloniki,  Archaeological Museum of Heraklion - Crete, Museum of Asiatic Art in Kerkyra)
, 
· six (6) archaeological institutes (of Macedonian and Thracian Studies, Thessalian Studies, Peloponnesian Studies, Epirus Studies, Cretological Studies, Aegean Studies), 
· two (2) Ephorates of Palaeoanthropology and Speleology, 
· the Ephorate of Underwater Antiquities and 
· the Ephorate of Antiquity Dealers and Private Archaeological Collections. 

The central service of Ministry of Culture also houses the General Directorate of Restoration, Museums and Technical Work with eight (8) Directorates and regional services. The regional services include two (2) Ephorates of Modern Monuments and twelve (12) Services of Modern Monuments and Technical Works. These units are responsible for the major restoration works on monuments of all periods, the construction of museums and the protection of modern monuments that are dated after 1830. These Directorates are staffed mainly by engineers, architects and technicians. A special Service for the Conservation of the Acropolis`Monuments , as well as an Organization for the Construction of the New Acropolis Museum have been established in recent years.  

The advisory bodies of Ministry of Culture include the Central Archaeological Council, the Central Council of Modern Monuments, the Local Councils of Monuments (at least one per administrative region) and the Council of Museums. The oldest and most important advisory body is the Archaeological Council (renamed in 1911, whereas previously [1834-1911] it was called Archaeological Committee). The aforementioned Councils give expert opinion in the cases foreseen by the law. 

The work of Ministry of Culture in the sector of antiquities is supported by three legal entities. The Archaeological Receipts and Expropriations Fund (Legal Entity of Public Law) collects the proceeds from all the archaeological sites and public museums of the country and allocates them for the expropriations decided for archaeological purposes, for the functional expenses of the Antiquities’ Ephorates and Museums and for the publication of archaeological editions. The Directorate of Publications at the Archaeological Receipts and Expropriations Fund, staffed mainly by archaeologists, publishes the Archaiologikon Deltion, the main periodical edition of the Archaeological Service [1915-1933, 1960-], in which the results of research are published annually
, the Archaiologika Analekta ex Athenon, archaeological monographs and archaeological guides. The Archaeological Receipts and Expropriations Fund also produces and sells authentic copies from the museum collections, in association with the Hellenic Cultural Organization (affiliated limited liability company of the Archaeological Receipts and Expropriations Fund). The Finance Management Fund for Archaeological Projects (Legal Entity of Private Law) handles the funds for important conservation works of an interdisciplinary character, as well as the restoration and enhancement of monuments and archaeological sites. The execution of such works is assigned to the Fund by a ministerial decision and is overseen by special Scientific Committees. 

The Organization of the Hellenic Ministry of Culture of 2003 allocates to the Archaeological Service 1104 organic positions for archaeologists, specialising either in Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities or in Byzantine and Post Byzantine Antiquities. Of these, 90 are allocated to the central service and 1014 to the regional services. Six hundred twenty three (623) of these positions, which are subject to Public Contract Law, remain vacant at the moment, but (450) additional archaeologists have received tenure under Private Contract Law.  Furthermore, there are provisions for twelve (12) positions for archaeologists with a specialization in Museum Studies, while archaeologists can be also employed as Historians of Art. Citizens of the European Union countries can be employed as archaeologists in the Ministry of Culture, but only persons of Greek nationality can hold positions involving the exercise of public authority (such as Director Generals, Directors, Heads of Sections etc.) (Presidential Decree Nr7/2003, Official Journal 5/A’/15.1.2003)
Commercial Archaeology does not exist in Greece. All archaeological activities, and especially excavations, are undertaken by the Archaeological Service, as provided by the law, or by other scientific institutions (such as Departments of Universities or Foreign Archaeological Schools), who have obtained special permits issued by the Archaeological Service.
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21. Austrian Archaeological Institute at Athens: http://www.oeai.at
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25. German Archaeological Institute: http://www.dainst.org
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       Information on Legislation concerning Antiquities 

35. Hellenic Society for Law and Archaeology: http://www.law-archaeology.gr
� This Directorate publishes since 1993 the Permanet Catalogue of the Listed ArchaeologicalSites and Monuments of Greece, see � HYPERLINK "http://listedmonuments.culture.gr" ��http://listedmonuments.culture.gr� 


� The rest of the Archaeological Museums are managed by the local Ephorates of Antiquities.


� Similar, but more concise reports are published by the Journal of Hellenic Studies ( “Archaeology in Greece” in English) and by the Bulletin de Correspondance Hellenique ( “Chronique des fouilles” in French).
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