SUMMARY OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROFESSION IN CYPRUS 2007

The management of the archaeological heritage of Cyprus dates back to the British colonial period. In 1882 the Cyprus Museum was established after a petition was presented to the colonial authorities on behalf of all the inhabitants of the island by a delegation headed by the Archbishop, the Cadi, the Mufti and others. This petition was the locals' reaction towards the illicit excavations and the smuggling of antiquities from the island.

The British maintained the 1874 Ottoman Law on Antiquities for over twenty years after their arrival on the island. According to this law, one third of the excavated antiquities belonged to the Government, one third to the owner of the land and the remaining third to the excavator. During the 19th and the early 20th century, many people (including consuls and government officials) took advantage of the local poverty and ignorance by buying the land they intended to excavate. Holding therefore the double identity of landowner and excavator, they were entitled to two thirds of the finds. The Ottoman Law on Antiquities was also liberal towards the export of antiquities from the Empire's territories.

The first law on antiquities enacted during the British colonial period was the Antiquities Law of 1905. This law however, did not manage to prevent illicit excavations nor the smuggling of antiquities from the island.

In 1927, after an amendment of the law regarding the exportation of antiquities, the Swedish Cyprus Expedition arrived on the island. The Expedition systematically excavated a large number of sites throughout Cyprus and its results set the scientific basis of the archaeology of Cyprus. The Swedish Cyprus Expedition was entitled to half of the excavation finds, as a result of the aforementioned Antiquities Law amendment.

The Department of Antiquities was finally established in 1935, the same year that the new Antiquities Law was enforced. Until then, a Museum Committee, presided by the British High Commissioner, managed the Cyprus Museum. The Archbishop, the Mufti and the Cadi acted as vice-presidents and there were also a few members elected by the subscribers of the Cyprus Museum. With the law of 1935 the Museum Committee was abolished and the Museum officially became a governmental organization under the jurisdiction of the newly established Department of Antiquities. The law of 1935 set strict rules for the undertaking of excavations. 

The years following the establishment of the Department of Antiquities until 1960, witnessed an increasing excavation activity (with the exception of the intervals 1940-44 and 1955-59), mainly on behalf of the Department but also of various foreign missions. Large-scale excavations were undertaken during this period. 

The independence of Cyprus gave a new thrust to the excavation activity on the island. Large-scale excavations continued, while new ones started both by the Department of Antiquities and by foreign missions. In 1964 the Antiquities Law was amended in order to abolish the division of the excavation finds between the foreign missions and the Department of Antiquities.

The Turkish invasion of 1974 brought great disaster to the archaeology of the island: every legal archaeological activity in the occupied areas came to a halt and the occupied archaeological sites, museums, monuments and churches remained neglected, while many of these suffered all sorts of violations. An unknown number of antiquities and works of Byzantine art was illegally exported from the island. 

After 1974 an increasing number of foreign archaeological missions in the unoccupied areas of the island was noted, as a result of the international interest in the archaeology of Cyprus. A large number of excavations were undertaken.

The importance of tourism in the recovering of the economy of the island, after the disaster of 1974, was vital. Towards the achievement of this major economic and national goal, the Department of Antiquities held (and still holds) an important role. The island’s numerous archaeological sites, monuments and museums are an important tourist attraction. Tourism of course comes hand in hand with escalating modern development which more often than not results in the increase of rescue excavations and the more demanding management of the island’s heritage in general.

In addition, over the last few years the island’s main city centers (and especially Lefkosia, the capital) are witnessing the construction of large scale public buildings and landscaping projects that in many cases bring archaeological remains to the surface that need to be excavated and often incorporated into the modern urban setting. This new reality is a challenge for the island’s archaeological authorities and the sphere of archaeology and archaeological conservation in general.

THE DEPARTMENT OF ANTIQUITIES

The Department of Antiquities is the body responsible for the management of the archaeological heritage of Cyprus. The Department is under the Ministry of Communications and Works, a structure looking back to British Colonial times when, in the UK as well, restoration was under the Ministry of Works. The Department of Antiquity's main areas of activity and responsibility are the following:

- systematic and rescue excavations as well as archaeological surveys,

- the establishment, management and operation of archaeological museums,

- the conservation, restoration, protection and promotion of Ancient Monuments in        the First and Second Schedule of the Antiquities Law, of archaeological sites and of monuments of architectural heritage.

One of the Department’s aims is also the use of both ancient monuments and archaeological museums for educational purposes and cultural activities, as well as for the stimulation of cultural tourism. In order to achieve the above, the Department of Antiquities organises conferences, exhibitions and lectures both in Cyprus and abroad.

An activity that has emerged over the last few years is the contribution of the Department of Antiquities towards the establishment of private/thematic museums. In this case the Department acts as a consultant, offering its personnel's specialised knowledge to the private sector.  

The activities of the Department of Antiquities are published in its two annual publications, namely the Report of the Department of Antiquities, Cyprus and the Annual Report of the Department of Antiquities, Cyprus.

GOVERNMENT (DEPARTMENT OF ANTIQUITIES) QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED FOR APPLICATION FOR THE POSITION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL OFFICER

(Published in the Government Gazette, 9.3.2007)

The position’s duties and responsibilities and the qualifications required for applying for the post, are as follows:

1. Duties and Responsibilities:

a) To conduct excavations and publish the results of the archaeological investigations.

b) To conduct archaeological surveys, assist towards the organization and function of the museums, the conservation, reconstruction, protection and presentation of ancient monuments, archaeological sites and traditional/folk monuments.

c) Execute any other duties that may be given to him.

 3. Required qualifications:

1) University degree or equivalent title or qualification on a relevant subject: e.g. archaeology, philology, history, classical, Byzantine, medieval studies, traditional/folk art etc. 

Note: the term “University degree or title” also covers a post-graduate degree or title.

2) A post-graduate specialization in archaeology when it is not included in the first degree.

3) Knowledge of Cypriot archaeology, Cyprus’ ancient monuments and folk art.

4) Experience in archaeological excavation techniques. 

5) Integrity of character, responsible, with initiative and good judgement.

6) Very good knowledge of the Greek language, good knowledge of the English language and preferably another European language.

Note: With regards to the candidates –

i) whose mother tongue is not Greek and do not have a Greek high school diploma and

ii) who, according to Article 2.3 of the Constitution have chosen to belong to the Greek community,

good knowledge of the Greek language is required as long as they have excellent knowledge of the English language.

7) Prior experience related to the position’s requirements, acquired during service in either a public position or as a contract employee in a Public Service shall be considered as an additional advantage.

4. The applicants should be citizens of the Republic of Cyprus or citizens of a member state of the European Union:

According to the reservation of article 31 of the Public Service’s Laws of 1980 until 2006 “the Ministerial Council can in exceptional cases and in order to serve the public interest, allow an individual that is not a citizen of the Republic or of a member state of the European Union, to submit an application to be appointed according to the regulations of these laws and in the case that he is chosen he can be appointed – 

a) With a time-limited contract or

b) As a permanent employee if the above person has been employed in the public sector with a contract covering a period of four years or more”.

GOVERNMENT (DEPARTMENT OF ANTIQUITIES) QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED FOR APPLICATION FOR THE POSITION OF CONSERVATOR

Duties and Responsibilities:

a) Conservation, maintenance and preservation of wall paintings, mosaics, icons, wood-carvings, metal objects and any kind of finds resulting from excavations.

b) Any other duty that is related to conservation.

Required Qualifications:

1. University degree in conservation

2. Integrity of character, responsible, with good judgment and organizational skills.

3. Very good knowledge of the Greek language and good knowledge of the English, French, German or Italian language

STRUCTURE OF DEPARTMENT OF ANTIQUITIES, CYPRUS

(Archaeologists & Conservators)

DIRECTOR


	  CURATOR OF ANTIQUITIES (1)

                 (Museums)


	  CURATOR OF ANTIQUITIES (1)

                (Monuments)







	     Senior Archaeological Officer (1)
	       Senior Archaeological Officer (1)







	                   Archaeological Officers (7)

        (excavations, surveys, department        administration, publications)
	        Archaeological Officers (4)

    (management  of Byzantine, Medieval, post-medieval monuments and traditional  architecture)


                                  +





+

	Conservation laboratory of objects (metal, glass, etc) (1 conservator, 1 archaeologist – technical staff)

Replica unit (2 conservators-technical/support staff)

Conservation laboratory of pottery, stone (1 archaeologist- technical staff)
	Wall-painting, wood conservation and mosaic conservation unit (1 conservator, 3 conservators- technical staff)

Architectural restoration units (Byzantine, medieval & post-medieval monuments) (technical/support staff)
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