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Directory
As archaeology in Belgium, and particularly in Flanders, is dominated by individual practitioners and small companies, attention is being paid primarily to the opinions of individual archaeologists. We already held a basic directory of archaeologists, in Belgium and abroad, that we updated in order to get reach every participant in archaeology, especially in order to get to the young archaeologists who have only recently entered the profession. After that update, we reached a surprisingly high estimate of about 400 people who are professionally involved in archaeology in Flanders. Our colleagues in the Walloon part of Belgium agreed to update their mailing lists for the distribution of the project questionnaires.
Questionnaires
Bearing in mind the individuality and variety of the institutes, services, companies and individuals and the differences between the three regions of Belgium in particular, we prepared three different questionnaires, one for individuals professionally involved in archaeology, one for the institutes, services and companies that are active in archaeological work in a broad sense, and one for amateur archaeologists and volunteers.

The questionnaires to be sent to professional archaeologists comprise questions about their individual status, including ethnic origin and eventual disabilities, initial training and formation, actual professional status and labour conditions, skill and competency needs, former career and earlier contracts, career prospects and requirements, attitude towards an international career and foreign archaeologists working in Belgium.
The questionnaires for the institutes, services and companies deal with their status and range of activities, categories of personnel, including information about gender, ethnic affiliation and possible disabilities, labour conditions, payment and other benefits, potential skill gaps and conditions for continuing professional development and prospects for the near and distant future.
The questionnaires for amateur archaeologists and volunteers include their degree of involvement in archaeology, an overview of their activities, connections with professional archaeologists, institutes, services or commercial companies, training gaps and development opportunities and their plans for the future.
Letters accompanying questionnaires

In a long letter accompanying the questionnaires, we explained what the project was all about and why they were being asked to answer the questions. We especially mentioned the international connections and our will to open up opportunities for an attractive career in an international context.
Preliminary results
Because the holidays and excavation seasons were approaching, we sent out the questionnaires as soon as possible, at least to the institutes, services, companies and individuals in Flanders and (the Flemish part of) Brussels. The questionnaires are now being translated into French (and German) and will be distributed in the French-speaking part as soon as possible. 
Until now, about 90 (Flemish) questionnaires have been returned, which is a result of about 25 %. We hope more will be sent back after an additional call. The French version still has to be distributed but we are confident that the results will be comparable.
