European Association of Archaeologists: 14th Annual Meeting, Malta 2008

Paper Abstract
Session: 
From the cradle to the horizon: the Valletta Convention and the future of

European archaeology (Aitchison, Dalen, Hovland & Spanjer)
Paper Title: 
Discovering the Archaeologists of Europe: mapping the landscape of European archaeological employment
Proposer:
Kenneth Aitchison, Head of Projects and Professional Development, Institute of Field Archaeologists (UK).   kenneth.aitchison@archaeologists.net
Discovering the Archaeologists of Europe is an ambitious Europe-wide programme that is gathering data about the employment of archaeologists across twelve countries of the European Union.
As well as identifying the working roles that archaeologists have in each of these countries (UK, Ireland, Belgium, Netherlands, Germany, Austria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Slovakia, Slovenia, Greece and Cyprus), this project has also gathered data about the rewards and opportunities that are open to archaeologists across these twelve states.

Funded with support from the European Commission’s Leonardo da Vinci fund (part of the Lifelong Learning Programme), this project has looked in particular at issues of transnational mobility – how easy it is for archaeologists to move from one country to another and what obstacles stand in their way (such as recognition of qualifications gained in other countries).
The European Association of Archaeologists has also played a key role in promoting this project and its results, and the EAA meeting in Malta will represent the final presentation of results and recommendations from the twelve partner countries and on a transnational scale.  This crucial data will help us as individual archaeologists, representatives of employing organisations and governmental policy makers to look both at the current state of archaeological employment across the continent and also to the future of working in European archaeology.

